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ABSTRACT

Integrated assessment is increasingly recognized as an essential
component in language education, especially in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) settings. Unlike traditional assessments that isolate
language skills, integrated assessment combines two or more skills in
meaningful tasks that reflect authentic language use. This article
investigates the role of integrated assessment in enhancing language
skills development through a literature review and qualitative
classroom-based study. The findings suggest that integrated assessment
not only promotes communicative competence but also supports critical
thinking, learner autonomy, and engagement. The paper highlights
practical strategies for implementing integrated assessment and provides
recommendations for educators and policymakers.
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PENDAHULUAN

In language education, assessment serves as a cornerstone for evaluating
students” proficiency and guiding instruction. Traditionally, language skills —
listening, speaking, reading, and writing—have been assessed separately.
However, this does not reflect how language is used in real-world contexts,
where these skills are integrated. Integrated assessment has emerged as a
response to these limitations, offering a more holistic and authentic evaluation
of language ability.

This article explores the significance of integrated assessment in enhancing
language skills development. It presents a review of current literature and a
qualitative investigation into classroom practices to understand how integrated
assessment contributes to more effective language learning, especially within
the EFL context.

Recent research underscores the importance of integrated assessment in
aligning language evaluation with communicative language teaching (CLT).
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According to Ahmadi and Sadeghi (2019), integrated tasks promote the
simultaneous use of receptive and productive skills, leading to more authentic
assessment outcomes. Similarly, Knoch and Macqueen (2020) argue that
integrated assessments can better measure learners' ability to process and
respond to language in real-life contexts.

Furthermore, studies by Rimmer (2021) and Yan and Fan (2020) highlight
the role of integrated assessment in promoting higher-order thinking, learner
autonomy, and engagement. These tasks often require students to analyze,
synthesize, and evaluate information, aligning well with 21st-century learning
goals.

While the benefits are clear, challenges persist. Teachers often lack the
training and resources to implement integrated assessments effectively (Cheng,
2018). Nevertheless, the growing emphasis on performance-based and
formative assessment models continues to push integrated approaches into
mainstream pedagogy.

Integrated assessment refers to the evaluation of students’ language
performance by combining two or more language skills (e.g., listening and
speaking, reading and writing) in a single, cohesive task. This approach
contrasts with traditional assessment models that isolate language skills, and it
aligns with communicative language teaching principles. With the growing
emphasis on real-world language use and communicative competence,
integrated assessment has gained traction in both research and practice.

Benefits of Integrated Assessment in Language Development

1. Enhancement of Communicative Competence
According to Ahmadi and Sadeghi (2019), integrated assessment tasks
encourage learners to use language in ways that mirror real-life
situations, thereby fostering communicative competence. For instance,
summarizing a listening text through writing, or discussing a reading
passage orally, demands comprehension and production simultaneously.

2. Promotion of Higher-Order Thinking Skills
Yan and Fan (2020) found that integrated assessment tasks often require
students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information. These tasks go
beyond rote recall and encourage critical thinking —skills essential for
academic and professional success.

3. Improved Skill Transfer and Reinforcement
Integrated tasks promote the transfer of knowledge between language
skills. Knoch and Macqueen (2020) highlight how receptive skills
(reading, listening) reinforce productive ones (writing, speaking),
leading to more cohesive language development.
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4. Increased Student Engagement and Motivation
Rimmer (2021) reported that learners found integrated tasks more
engaging than discrete-skill tests, as the former felt more meaningful and
relevant. Students were more likely to stay motivated when tasks
resembled real-world challenges.

While the benefits are clear, several challenges hinder the implementation of
integrated assessment in classrooms:

o Assessment Design Complexity Creating reliable and valid integrated
tasks requires expertise. Teachers must balance the evaluation of
multiple skills without allowing one skill to overshadow others (Cheng,
2018).

e Scoring and Rubrics Rubrics must reflect the complexity of integrated
tasks. Ahmadi and Sadeghi (2019) emphasize the need for analytic
rubrics that separately assess each skill while also capturing the overall
communicative effectiveness.

e Teacher Preparedness Many teachers feel unprepared to implement
integrated assessments due to a lack of training (Cheng, 2018).
Professional development is critical for successful implementation.

Advancements in technology have supported the integration of
assessment and instruction. For example, digital platforms now allow learners
to listen to content and submit spoken or written responses immediately.

According to Lin and Bailey (2021), such platforms offer opportunities for
both formative and summative integrated assessments. Additionally,
standardized tests like TOEFL iBT and IELTS now incorporate integrated
components, reflecting a broader acceptance of this approach in high-stakes
testing (Yan & Fan, 2020).

RESEARCH METHODE

This study employs a qualitative library-based research design, aiming to
explore how This study used a qualitative descriptive approach to examine how
integrated assessment influences language skills development in an EFL
classroom. The participants included 30 senior high school EFL students and
their English teacher in Indonesia. The study was conducted over eight
weeks.Data were collected through classroom observations, teacher journals,
student focus group discussions, and sample student work.Students completed
weekly integrated tasks such as reading articles and presenting oral summaries,
or listening to podcasts and writing reflective essays.Thematic analysis was
used to identify patterns and categories related to skill development, student
engagement, and assessment outcomes.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study highlight how Quizizz plays a transformative
role in supporting the integration of language assessment with language skills,
especially in modern educational settings that emphasize learner engagement
and communicative competence. As classrooms shift away from traditional,
isolated assessments toward more interactive and learner-centered approaches,
Quizizz emerges as a tool that can support this evolution effectively—
particularly for receptive skills like reading and listening

One of the most notable advantages of Quizizz is its alignment with
communicative language teaching (CLT) principles. Unlike conventional
assessments that often focus on grammar drills and rote recall, Quizizz enables
tasks that resemble real-life communication. For example, students may be
asked to listen to an audio conversation and answer comprehension questions
or read a passage and paraphrase its meaning. These formats are not only
interactive but also task-based, which are widely considered best practices in
modern language pedagogy (Putra & Fatimah, 2021). Thus, the platform helps
bridge the gap between assessment and authentic language use.

That said, the role of the teacher remains crucial in maximizing
Quizizz’s potential — particularly when it comes to productive language skills,
which are less supported by the platform's current features. Speaking tasks, for
example, require tools that allow recording and playback, which Quizizz does
not yet offer. Similarly, extended writing assignments are difficult to manage
through multiple-choice or short-answer formats alone. However, this
limitation does not mean that Quizizz should be excluded from assessing
productive skills altogether. Many educators have adopted a blended
approach, using Quizizz for initial scaffolding —such as vocabulary, grammar,
and reading activities —then transitioning into writing or speaking tasks via
other platforms like Google Docs and Flipgrid (Yuliana & Permana, 2023).
These combined strategies demonstrate how creativity and pedagogical design
can expand the functional use of Quizizz beyond its surface capabilities.

Another important aspect that emerged from this study is the impact of
gamification on student motivation. Elements like leaderboards, points,
avatars, and instant feedback are not just engaging —they are pedagogically
meaningful. These features contribute to reducing language anxiety, increasing
student willingness to participate, and even promoting autonomous learning.
As noted by Wulandari and Prasetyo (2022), the gamified nature of Quizizz
helps create a fun and non-threatening environment, which is particularly
beneficial in language learning contexts where learners often fear making
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mistakes. In such environments, students tend to take more risks, repeat tasks
voluntarily, and become more invested in their own progress.

In addition to boosting motivation, Quizizz also plays a substantial role
in formative assessment. Its automatic grading and real-time analytics allow
teachers to gain immediate insights into students’ strengths and weaknesses.
These insights can then inform instructional decisions, helping teachers to plan
remedial activities or enrichment tasks based on actual data rather than
assumptions. As Yusri and Fauzan (2023) emphasize, such data-driven
instruction is increasingly essential in today’s classrooms, especially those
with diverse student needs. By facilitating ongoing assessment rather than
relying solely on summative exams, Quizizz aligns well with a teaching
philosophy that values continuous learning and growth.

Ultimately, this study reinforces that while Quizizz may not be a one-
size-fits-all solution for language assessment, its strength lies in its flexibility
and potential when integrated thoughtfully into broader teaching practices. It
encourages interactive learning, supports receptive skill assessment effectively,
and provides actionable data to guide instruction. With strategic use and
creative pedagogy, even its limitations —especially regarding speaking and
writing —can be mitigated by pairing it with other tools. Thus, Quizizz can be
a key component in a modern, integrated language assessment ecosystem.

The findings from both literature and classroom-based observations
highlight the effectiveness of integrated assessment in promoting
comprehensive language development. By combining receptive and productive
skills in a single task, learners are pushed to process input meaningfully and
produce output that demonstrates their understanding. This approach closely
mirrors authentic communication, where individuals naturally integrate
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. As seen in tasks such as summarizing
a video into a written response or debating a reading passage, students develop
fluency, accuracy, and confidence across multiple modalities.

Integrated assessment also significantly enhances critical thinking and
learner autonomy. Tasks that require students to read and then respond
through writing or speaking demand more than surface-level comprehension —
they require synthesis, evaluation, and analysis. This aligns with higher-order
cognitive skills outlined in Bloom’s taxonomy. Moreover, integrated tasks allow
students to express personal opinions, make decisions, and justify arguments,
which not only improves language use but also nurtures independent learning
and responsibility for their progress.

Another key benefit observed is increased learner engagement and
motivation. When learners are given tasks that feel authentic and meaningful —
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such as preparing presentations based on research, or writing reviews after
watching a film —they are more likely to participate actively. This engagement
stems from the relevance of the tasks to real-world language use. Rimmer (2021)
and Lin & Bailey (2021) affirm that integrated tasks, especially when supported
by digital tools, create dynamic learning environments that sustain interest and
encourage effort.

However, while the pedagogical advantages are clear, the practical
challenges of integrated assessment must be acknowledged. Designing fair and
balanced tasks that accurately assess multiple skills requires time, expertise,
and proper training. Additionally, creating rubrics that reflect the multifaceted
nature of integrated tasks is difficult, particularly in contexts where teachers are
already burdened with large class sizes and administrative responsibilities.
Without proper support and professional development, the implementation of
integrated assessment can lead to inconsistent outcomes.

CONCLUSION

Integrated assessment plays a pivotal role in language education by
providing authentic, communicative, and cognitively engaging experiences.
This study confirms that integrating skills in assessment tasks not only
enhances proficiency but also fosters higher-order thinking and learner
motivation
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